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Abstract 

Rabbit farming is an emerging sector in India that offers a promising source of income for farmers. This 

article explores rabbit farming as an opportunistic approach for Indian dairy farmers to diversify their 

income streams. We discuss the benefits of rabbit farming, such as low investment costs, fast 

reproduction rates, and high-quality meat and fur production. Additionally, we examine the key 

considerations for starting a rabbit farm, including breed selection, housing, feeding, and disease 

management. We conclude that rabbit farming can provide Indian dairy farmers with a viable 

opportunity to increase their income and improve their livelihoods. 

Introduction 

 Indian agriculture is predominantly focused on crops and dairy farming. However, in recent 

years, there has been a growing interest in diversifying agriculture to include other livestock and poultry 

species. Rabbit farming is one such emerging sector that offers a promising source of income for 

farmers. Rabbits are efficient converters of feed into high-quality meat and fur, and they have a fast 

reproduction rate, making them an excellent option for small-scale farming. In this article, we explore 

rabbit farming as an opportunistic approach for Indian dairy farmers to diversify their income streams. 

Benefits of Rabbit Farming Rabbit farming offers several benefits for Indian dairy farmers. Firstly, 

rabbits require relatively low investment costs and can be raised in small spaces. Secondly, they have a 

fast reproduction rate, with a gestation period of around 30 days, allowing for a rapid increase in herd 

size. Thirdly, rabbits are efficient converters of feed into high-quality meat and fur, providing farmers 

with a profitable product. Lastly, rabbit farming is relatively easy to manage and requires minimal labor 

and resources. 

https://www.trendsinagriculturescience.com/
mailto:trendsinagriculturescience@gmail.com


 Vol.1, Issue 4, June, 2022   55-56 

  

56 
trendsinagriculturescience.com 
trendsinagriculturescience@gmail.com  

Singh et al  

Considerations for Starting a Rabbit Farm There are several key considerations for Indian dairy farmers 

who are interested in starting a rabbit farm. Firstly, farmers should select appropriate rabbit breeds that 

are well-suited to the local climate and environment. Examples of suitable breeds include New Zealand 

White, California, and Chinchilla. Secondly, farmers should ensure that their rabbit housing is suitable 

and provides adequate space, ventilation, and protection from predators. Thirdly, feeding is a crucial 

aspect of rabbit farming, and farmers should provide their rabbits with a balanced diet that meets their 

nutritional requirements. Lastly, disease management is essential in rabbit farming, and farmers should 

implement a comprehensive disease prevention and control program. 

Opportunities for Rabbit Farming in India Rabbit farming offers a promising opportunity for Indian 

dairy farmers to diversify their income streams and improve their livelihoods. With its low investment 

costs, fast reproduction rate, and high-quality meat and fur production, rabbit farming can be a profitable 

and sustainable enterprise for farmers. Additionally, rabbit meat is a highly nutritious and low-fat source 

of protein, making it an attractive product for the health-conscious market. 

Conclusion  

Rabbit farming is an emerging sector in India that offers a promising opportunity for Indian dairy 

farmers to diversify their income streams. With its low investment costs, fast reproduction rate, and 

high-quality meat and fur production, rabbit farming can be a profitable and sustainable enterprise for 

farmers. However, starting a successful rabbit farm requires careful consideration of breed selection, 

housing, feeding, and disease management. By implementing these considerations, Indian dairy farmers 

can take advantage of the opportunities presented by rabbit farming. 
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