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Abstract 

National and international standards for meat and meat products are critical in ensuring consumer safety, 

promoting fair trade practices, and protecting animal welfare. This article explores the importance of 

standards in the meat industry, their development process, and their implementation. Additionally, it 

emphasises how crucial organisations like the Codex Alimentarius and the International Association for 

Animal Care are in the creation of global norms. 

Introduction: 

The meat industry is a significant contributor to global food production and trade. However, it 

faces various challenges, including food safety concerns, animal welfare issues, and trade barriers. 

Standards for meat and meat products play a crucial role in addressing these challenges by providing a 

framework for quality and safety assurance, facilitating international trade, and ensuring consumer 

protection. 

National and International Standards for Meat and Meat Products: 

1. Development Process: 

The advancement of meat as well as meat byproducts standards at the worldwide and national levels 

involves multiple stakeholders, including government agencies, industry representatives, scientific 

experts, and consumer groups. The process typically begins with the identification of a need for a 

standard, followed by a series of consultations, reviews, and revisions. The final standard is then 

published, and its implementation is monitored through regular inspections and audits. 

2. Implementation: 

Implementation of standards for meat and meat products is critical in ensuring their effectiveness. The 

implementation process involves training and education for stakeholders, the establishment of inspection 

and monitoring systems, and the use of certification schemes. Compliance with standards is monitored 

through regular inspections, audits, and testing. 
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3. Role of International Organizations: 

International organizations play a critical role in the development of international standards for 

meat and meat products. The Committee of the Codex Alimentarius is in charge of creating global 

standards for food, whereas the World Organization for Animal Care (OIE) is in charge of creating 

global standards for the well-being and health of animals. These organizations facilitate international 

trade by promoting the harmonization of standards and ensuring that they are based on sound scientific 

principles. 

Conclusion 

National and international standards for meat and meat products are essential in ensuring 

consumer safety, promoting fair trade practices, and protecting animal welfare. The development 

process for standards involves multiple stakeholders, and their implementation is critical in ensuring 

their effectiveness. International organizations such as the OIE and the Codex Alimentarius Commission 

play a critical role in the development of international standards, which promote harmonization and 

facilitate international trade. 
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